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Why the amendments are proposed

Simplify the stormwater 
construction regulations for the 
customer 
Incorporate stormwater 
considerations early in the 
development process 
Maintain compliance with our 
NPDES permit.
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NPDES Coverage Area



NPDES Permit 

Current Permit cycle August 1, 2019 - July 31, 2024

 S5.C.6 Controlling Runoff from New Development, Redevelopment, and Construction Sites
Permit section requiring continued implementation of the current County program, with some new requirements, to reduce pollution

in stormwater runoff from new development, redevelopment, and construction site activities, both public and private, including 
transportation projects.

 Permit establishes "minimum performance measures" that must be met to stay compliant.

 The minimum performance measures for S5.C.6 include:
Ability to enforce on the updated requirements established in the current version of the Stormwater Management Manual for 

Western Washington and the Western Washington Phase II Municipal Permit.
Dates that establish adherence to the mandated code updates, based on the date an application gets submitted.
 Inspection and enforcement authority for maintenance standards for private stormwater facilities.
This code must be active by June 30, 2022, as mandated by the county’s Phase II Municipal Permit.
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oBest Management Practice (BMP)
o A strategy to control pollutants whether by structural means (oil-water separators, infiltration basin, 

bioretention, etc.) or non-structural means, through the use of operations/maintenance procedures (street 
sweeping, modified landscaping practices, soil disturbing activity scheduling, etc.)

oStormwater Management Manual for Western Washington (“SWMMWW”, “Ecology Manual”)
o Governing document for stormwater compliance in Western Washington. The manual has five volumes 

covering what requirements apply to my site, construction stormwater pollution prevention, as well as a 
library of BMPs

oImpervious surface/Hard surface
o A non-vegetated surface area which either prevents or slows down the entry of water into the soil 

oMinimum Requirements-
o The nine stormwater requirements defined in the SWMMWW and in the NPDES Municipal Stormwater 

Permit . They are referred to as “MR1” through “MR9”. The size of a project determines which MRs apply. 
For definitions, and helpful information regarding the minimum requirements see slides 17-27.

Frequently Used Terms and Definitions



Proposed Stormwater Construction Thresholds

Inside NPDES Area:
2,000 sqft impervious/hard surface or 
7,000 sqft of land disturbance

Outside of NPDES Area:
4,000 sqft of impervious/hard surface or 
14,000 sqft of land disturbance 
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SCC14.32.020 Exemptions to the stormwater requirements are: 
◦ Forest practices (except Class IV general forest practices)
◦ Commercial agriculture
◦ Oil and gas field activities
◦ Pavement maintenance
◦ Underground utility projects

All listed exemptions have specific applications and limitations. 



Conventional Stormwater BMPs

STORMWATER PERMITTING FAQ FOR NEW DEVELOPMENT AND REDEVELOPMENT 7



Low Impact Development BMPs
S A M P L E  P L A N T I N G  P L A N  O F  A  B I O R E T E N T I O N  F E AT U R E  – F RO M  K I N G  CO U N T Y ’ S  L OW  I M PAC T  
D E V E L O P M E N T  T E C H N I C A L G U I DA N C E  D O C U M E N T

STORMWATER PERMITTING FAQ FOR NEW DEVELOPMENT AND REDEVELOPMENT 8

https://www.ezview.wa.gov/Portals/_1965/Documents/Background/2012_LIDmanual_PSP.pdf
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Stormwater requirements for my site? 
Currently Complicated:
Multiple variables are used to determined stormwater manual and 
minimum requirements –

1. Location (in or out of NPDES area)
2. Type or Intensity of Use
3. Parcel size
4. Amount of hard surfaces
5. Area of land disturbance or of conversion (native vegetation to lawn or 

pasture)
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Stormwater requirements for my site? 
Proposed, to Simplify:
Commercial or Industrial – 2019 Manual, Requirements in 
accordance with 2019 Manual Thresholds
Residential - 2019 Manual, Requirements depend on 
◦ Location (in or out of NPDES area) and 
◦ Area of impervious/hard surfaces
◦ Area of land disturbance or conversion (native vegetation to 

lawn or pasture)



Changes
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Changes
Land Disturbance Code –
◦ Land Disturbance Permit replaces Grading Permit.
◦ Code language and permit review improve integration between requirements from International 

Building Code, Critical Areas, Stormwater, and Forest Practice Conversions.

Stormwater Management -
◦ Considers cumulative impacts over a five-year period into determination of stormwater requirement 

thresholds.
◦ Regional facilities constructed 20 years ago and older may not be used 

to satisfy stormwater requirements of new development and re-development, unless updated 
engineering analysis demonstrates that those facilities meet current stormwater 
minimum requirements for the proposed development.
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Development Code Updates
SCC 14.04: Update definitions.

Low Impact Development
Best Management Practices (BMPs)
Stormwater Facilities
Construction Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (CSWPPP)
Stormwater Treatment and Flow Control BMPs/Facility 

https://www.codepublishing.com/WA/SkagitCounty/#!/SkagitCounty14/SkagitCounty1404.html


Development Code Updates
14.18: Land Divisions. 
◦Regional stormwater facilities are designed for all land within the 

land division with specific amounts of impervious surfaces 
allocated for each lot.

◦Stormwater reviewed with subdivision permit extension requests
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Land 
Disturbance
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Development Code Updates
New Chapter 14.22: Land Disturbance Chapter. 

 Replaces the existing clearing and grading permit, Appendix J of the Building Code (IBC). 
 This permit is only required when development is not done in conjunction with a building 

permit.
 The regulations are designed to permit a suite of clearing and grading activities through 

a single application. 
 Exemptions (Generally):
 Land disturbing activity totaling less than 7,000 square feet within the NPDES Permit area, 

14,000 square feet outside the NPDES Permit Area; 
 Certain fill and grading when it does not exceed 100 cubic feet or less than 3 feet in depth; or,
 Forest practices not subject to County jurisdiction; or,
 Existing Agricultural activity; or,
 New construction of agricultural drainage ditches (including enlargement of existing drainage 

ditches) that requires 500 cubic yards or less of grading;
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Changes
◦ Residential Development outside the NPDES Permit Area -

◦ Remove land use intensity tables based on land use and parcel size.
◦ Increases design flexibility for meeting Minimum Requirements (MR's).
◦ Parcels less than one acre would have same thresholds as parcels one acre or more.

◦ Current Code - Less than one acre –
◦ MRs 1-9 required at 4000 SF impervious surfaces or 14,000 SF land disturbance.

◦ Current Code - One acre or greater –
◦ MRs 1,2,4,8,9 required at 7000 Sf impervious surfaces or 14,000 SF land disturbance.
◦ MRs 1-9 required at 20,000 square feet impervious surfaces.

◦ Updated Code:
◦ All land disturbance or impervious surface – MR2 (construction pollution prevention plan). No changes.
◦ Impervious surface 4000 SF or land disturbance 14,000 SF - MRs 1-5 (non-engineered)
◦ Impervious surfaces 10,000 SF or 50% of entire lot, Conversion of native vegetation (1.5 acres to lawn, 5 acres to pasture), Fill or 

excavation of 500 cubic yards or more – MRs 1-9 required (engineered drainage report)
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Development Code Updates
SCC Chapter 14.32: Reorganize and update drainage chapter.
Adopts the 2019 Stormwater Management Manual for Western Washington

for unincorporated Skagit County.
Adopts the WSDOT Highway Runoff Manual for Road, Bridge, and Municipal 

Construction
Raises impervious/hard surface thresholds for hiring an engineer outside 

of the NPDES area to 10,000 ft2 for parcels less than one acre and retains 
the same thresholds inside the NPDES area.
Removes thresholds for parcels > 1 Acre outside of NPDES area
 Incorporation of LID design concepts instead of just BMPs.
Removes of the land use intensities in the code to simplify stormwater 

requirements for areas outside of the NPDES areas.
Adds a twenty-year sunset provision for the use of regional stormwater 

facilities intended to serve new development.

PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/ezshare/wq/Permits/Flare/2019SWMMWW/2019SWMMWW.htm
https://wsdot.wa.gov/engineering-standards/all-manuals-and-standards/manuals/highway-runoff-manual


Anticipated Schedule

Meeting Date Topic Area
March 22, 2022 Intro to Stormwater changes
April 12, 2022 Work Session on specific Code Amendments
April 2022 Public Meeting to gather input from Public
April 26, 2022 Work Session on specific Code Amendments
May 2022 Public Hearing and Comment Period
May 24, 2022 Planning Commission Deliberation 
June 14, 2022 Planning Commission Deliberation
June 2022 Board adopts proposed changes



What we 
need from 
you...

Information we can provide?
Materials
Explanations
Who do you want to hear from?
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